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Karen Fudge-Jensen, “Child of Moorelands”

Thorncliffe Park After-school Program
It’s back thanks to you!

During four years on the Moorelands’ Board, Drummond Brodeur has
worked tirelessly to increase much-needed funding. He draws on the
skills and contacts he's developed as Vice-president and Portfolio
Manager with Signature Global Advisors. For his two-year term as
Moorelands’ President he’s set three goals: “First, to plan for the
100th anniversary in 2012 that comes just as I exit. Then, there’s
overseeing the rebuilding of the Hub at the Wilderness Camp, the

final successful chapter in our 8-year Rebuild Project. And finally, there’s the overriding
need to increase our fundraising so that we can deliver the programs that are so much
needed.” Drummond doesn’t deny that Moorelands takes a chunk out of his life as a
husband and father of three, but it’s worth it. “It’s true we get caught up in our busy
lives and have to make a special effort, but every time I go to a Moorelands’ activity,
see the kids’ faces, the reward is there. And when I see the staggering child poverty in
rich Toronto I only wish I would do more.” - G.S.

Moorelands staff and Thorncliffe Park Public School students started 2010 on a high note
after an 11th-hour infusion of cash put their After-school program on solid footing. It
had been a heartbreaking fiscal decision to start the academic year without it.  

The day after a December 28 Toronto Star article ran, saying the program would
restart in January despite a shortage of $10,000, an anonymous supporter donated
$8,500. Then the East York Kiwanis Club offered to match up to $5,000 in contributions
for Thorncliffe. “We’re ecstatic and relieved and deeply grateful to our donors,
including the TD Financial Group, who made this possible,” says executive director
Patricia Jacobs. - B.T.

Drummond Brodeur
Moorelands’ New President

For over a decade, Moorelands has received
funding for our City Programs from the CIBC
Children’s Foundation. Recently, in addition to
increased support from the Foundation,
Moorelands benefitted substantially from the CIBC
Miracle Day flagship fundraiser. CIBC Miracle Day
happens every year on the first Wednesday in
December, when wholesale banking sales and

trading staff, and CIBC Wood Gundy investment advisers, donate their fees and
commissions to children's charities across Canada. This March, Moorelands celebrated
its own “miracle day” when we opened envelopes containing $16,525. This donation
from the CIBC Children’s Foundation was made possible by clients who designated
Moorelands as the beneficiary of their Miracle Day transactions. A big thank you to
everyone at the Foundation and to our Board President, Drummond Brodeur, as well as
John Wright, father of City Programs Manager Katie Wright, who promoted
Moorelands among their colleagues and clients. – D.S.

A Miracle Day for Moorelands 
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Our Mandate
At Moorelands, we recognize
the inherent value of all
children and youth. We work
with Toronto children and
youth affected by poverty, to
provide them with positive
and fun experiences to help
strengthen their confidence,
competence and character.
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By the time
Karen Fudge was
14, she’d been to
13 different
schools moving
with her single
mom and later
her step-dad.
“During those

years there was one constant in my
life. That was Moorelands.” From the
time she was 6 she would be at the
Wilderness Camp for the first two
weeks of July. Thanks to generous
subsidies, her mom paid only $10 to
send both children.

Karen remembers everything
about the place: the smells, songs
and skills she learned. Canoeing is
still a passion. “I go on three-day
trips whenever possible.” She
returned to Moorelands for 10 years,
two as a tripper and counsellor. “I
still get the shivers when I think
about camp.” The excitement 
started in June, sewing labels on her
clothes, and built until she was
boarded the bus. “I always wanted
to be on first so I could get the first
boat to the island.” 

True, she did worry: Would the
other kids like her? Would she get
the coolest counsellor, the one with
the best songs? “But,” she adds, “I
never felt anything other than
totally safe.”

Thanks to Facebook she’s in touch
with several fellow campers from
across Canada. Every June they
rekindle their excitement and retell
old stories. “If you want to know
what Moorelands means to me, ask
my two daughters. All through their
childhood, even today, I’d wake
them up singing ‘Good Morning
Fellow Campers!’”

Karen had what she describes as
an “eclectic” education. She left
school in the middle of grade 11
after meeting the musician she
would eventually marry. At 17 she
worked as a payroll clerk at
Scotiabank. Over the years she
upgraded her qualifications -
finished high school and became a
human resources expert. “At
Moorelands I learned that rules 
must be followed and if not, there
are consequences.” 

Twenty years ago Karen Fudge-
Jensen and family moved to Victoria,
B.C. where, at 43, she manages the
human resources department of the
Royal British Columbia Museum. 

As part of life-long learning, 
she’s working to upgrade her
professional standing. “To say that
Moorelands had an impact on my
life is an understatement.”        - G.S.

Eyes on Electronic Billboards @ Ricoh Coliseum; Ryerson; 
Yonge & Richmond; St. Mary’s St.; Fairview Mall. Message below.

Canoe Bay in the mid - 1980s and Campers
from Karen’s YearsHold This Date

Saturday July 17 - Wilderness Camp Visitors' Day
RSVP by July 5th @ 416-466-9987, ext. 300.




