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Caribbean News
US regrets that Cuba
rejected 5 million in
US hurricane aid
By STAFF WRITER
The Associated Press

■ People exit their flooded home after returning to retrieve some items, after four tropical storms hit the area within one month in Gonaives,
Haiti, Saturday, Sept. 13, 2008. The U.N.'s World Health Organization is appealing for US$4.2 million to help treat injured and sick Haitians
in the wake of a devastating string of storms.
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HAITI COULD FACE NEW
FOOD CRISIS AFTER STORMS
By MATTHEW BIGG
Caribbean Net News
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti
(Reuters): Haiti faces a
deepening
crisis
after
storms destroyed much of
the impoverished country's
rice crop, sparking fears of
a repeat of the deadly food
riots earlier this year that
brought down the government.
The storms killed hundreds of people and forced
tens of thousands out of
their homes in the port city
of Gonaives. The city is the
capital of the country's rice
bowl region of Artibonite,
which suffered severe
storm damage.
Charity Christian Aid estimates that roughly one
third of the country's
60,000-ton annual production of rice may have been
ruined by floods.
Farm tools, seeds to plant
next year's crop, livestock
that farmers live off and
irrigation systems vital for
rice production were also
destroyed.
The damage is all the
more serious because it
came at harvest time. The
losses will be most keenly
felt by the poorest farmers,
who plant and harvest later
and who lack the capital to
reinvest.
It could also have a big
impact on the overall food
economy.
"There could be price disruptions that could cause
unrest and a situation similar to that in April. The population could get really
frustrated," said Prospery
Raymond, the representative of Christian Aid in
Haiti.
Food is a sensitive political
issue in the Caribbean
nation, the poorest country
in the Western hemisphere.
Malnutrition is rampant in
Haiti, where many people
live on less than $2 a day.
Riots in April over an
increase in food prices
killed at least five people,
including a member of the
U.N. peacekeeping force,
and collapsed the government of Prime Minister
Jacques Edouard Alexis, an
ally of President Rene
Preval.
The soaring cost of rice,
beans, cooking oil and
other staples was caused by
grains being diverted into
ethanol production, a growing demand for meat as
India and China became
wealthier, high global oil
prices and, to some extent,

market speculation. But in
Haiti many people blamed
the government.
Less than two decades
ago, Haiti was almost selfsufficient in rice production. In the mid-1990s, the

country slashed tariffs on
imported rice in response
to pressure from the
World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund.
As a result, cheap subsi-

dized rice from the United
States came to dominate the
market, causing national
production to plummet,
according to a report in
June by the British-based
aid agency Oxfam.

WASHINGTON, USA — The US State Department
said Monday it regretted that Cuba has rejected its
offer of up to five million dollars in aid for the victims
of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.
The United States has tense and limited relations
with its communist southern island neighbour, which
has been under a US embargo for more than four
decades.
Washington "informed the Cuban government (on
Saturday) that the US is committed to providing up to
five million dollars in relief assistance for Cuban hurricane victims," Department spokesman Sean
McCormack told reporters.
The US government "could fly emergency relief supplies to Cuba as soon as they, the Cuban government,
authorize such assistance," he added.
On Sunday "the Cuban government informed us that
they would not accept a donation from the United
States," McCormack said.
"And our reply was that we regret that Cuban
authorities have not accepted this offer of humanitarian assistance for the Cuban people," he said.
Cuban state television, citing a diplomatic cable,
reported Sunday that "it could not accept a gift" while
under an embargo, "even if our country is ready to
buy essential material exported to the markets by US
companies."
Even if the US government does not want to lift the
embargo definitively, it continued, "the Cuban government asks for it to be authorized for at least the next
six months, because of the damage caused by" the
hurricanes, it said.
But Washington said it is not changing its policy
toward the embargo that it has imposed on Cuba since
1962.

